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Butte-Silver Bow Superfund Advisory and Redevelopment Trust Authority 

(SARTA) 

 

1. 2019 Application from Friends of Stodden Park (FOSP) Redevelopment Trust 

Fund- Program 7- Community and Economic Development-  

Montana Tech/Big Butte Trailhead Project 

 

2. Project Sponsor Information 

 

Sponsor: Friends of Stodden Park 

Project Contact: Jon Wick, Project Lead 
Mailing Address: 1128 W. Diamond, Butte, MT 59701  

Email: info@friendsofstodden.org 

Telephone: FOSP- (406) 497-1200; Jon Wick, Project 

Lead- (406) 498-6328 

Organization History: Friends of Stodden Park (FOSP), formerly known as Splash Butte, 

a registered 501(c)(3) organization, was founded in 2007 to support the building of a 

waterpark for the people of Butte. Our group was instrumental in the passing of the 2016 

bond needed to support the project and involved in the design of the project. We 

effectively coordinated with Butte Silver Bow and partners to conduct community 

meetings, distribute information on the project and costs, and raise funds to support key 

enhancements to the project. The enhancements, such as the lazy river and slides, resulted 

in the site becoming much more than a simple pool. The group was recognized for its 

efforts by the Butte Chamber of Commerce's at its 107th annual dinner. With the pool 

project complete, the group is continuing its work to fund swim passes for children in 

need while turning its attention to parks, recreation, conservation lands, and forestry in the 

community of Butte, Montana and Silver Bow County. 

Project Staff Biographies:  

Jon Wick, Project Lead: Jon, with his wife Cassie, is an owner, founder, leader, design 

master, traveler, husky herder of 5518 Designs, a retailer in uptown Butte, America. He is 

involved in many activities, including business, recreational and charitable, that help make 

Butte a great place to visit and live. Jon received his Master’s in Technical 

Communications from Montana Tech and lives with his wife Cassie in Butte. Jon will 

mailto:info@friendsofstodden.org
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provide direct oversight of this project and serve as the point of contact for the partners, 

contractors and Friends of Stodden Park officers. 

 

Friends of Stodden Park (FOSP) Leadership providing project oversight and 

support: 

 

Katie Green, President: Katie attended the University of Montana and Creighton 

University School of Law and practices at Poore, Roth & Robinson, P.C. Katie is married 

and has two children, and she enjoys sports, family, friends, and football. She is honored 

to be associated with the Friends of Stodden Park and she is proud of our unique 

community. Serving as the president of FOSP since 2017, Katie will assist with oversight 

of this project and work with Jon and partners to ensure its successful completion. 

 

JR Richardson, Vice President: JR was a principal founder of the Friends of Stodden 

Park and was essential in the successful effort to pass a bond providing funding for the 

new Butte waterpark. JR often acted as the spokesperson of the group, explaining the 

benefits and scope of the project to many groups in Butte. JR retired as Business Manager 

at Butte School District #1 and know uses his skillset to help coordinate the work of 

Friends of Stodden Park. With his experience many larger projects for Butte schools, JR 

will assist with monitoring of this project and provide guidance to the group as needed. 

 

Kyle McGree, CPA, Treasurer: Kyle is a registered CPA with Newland and Company, 

PC. He received his BA and MBA from Gonzaga University and serves as treasurer for 

Friends of Stodden Park. Kyle, lives with his wife, and four lovely daughters in his 

hometown of Butte. In addition to his duties as treasurer, Kyle will closely monitor 

expenses of this project until completion. 

 

Jim Murphy, Secretary: Jim joined Friends of Stodden Park to promote the effort to 

build a new waterpark and continues to work with the group as it expands its focus to all 

Butte parks. As an officer for Friends of Stodden Park will assist with project oversight 

and documentation of the project and work completed. 

 

 

3. Project Abstract:  

 

Montana Tech/Big Butte Trailhead. The Friends of Stodden Park (FOSP), in coordination 

with Montana Technological (Montana Tech) and Butte Silver Bow Parks and Recreation, 

propose to establish formal trailhead access point to the Big Butte Open Space trail 

system. The trailhead project aims to create an attractive, accessible and secure entry to 

one of Butte’s key and closest recreational areas. A defined parking area and historic 
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gateway arch will lead users to the Big Butte Open Space trail system on the western end 

of the Montana Tech campus, at the western termination of Park Street, at the intersection 

of Bluebird Trail and Mining Way to the west of Montana Tech’s Natural Resources 

Building.  

 

The trailhead project will provide Butte citizens and Montana Tech students, families and 

visitors with a vital trail identifier, access, and parking. A defined, higher profile access 

point is an important component to increase use, in turn improving health, sense of 

stewardship, and quality of life. The project will improve an undeveloped dirt parking lot 

and enhance recent improvements on Montana Tech’s campus as well as the significant 

investments in the Big Butte Open Space Park by Butte Silver Bow. Moreover, this 

community icon offers sweeping vistas of our rich mining history to those utilizing the 

trails. This natural area, relatively untouched by mining, continues to be a natural oasis 

that helps celebrate and tell our collective community story. 

 

If funded, work on the project will begin in January of 2020 with an anticipated 

completion and dedication date of July 4, 2020. Cost estimates prepared by Water and 

Environmental Technologies (WET), Hawe Steel and FOSP estimate the total cost of the 

project to be approximately $45,000. FOSP and partners, are seeking $25,000 from 

SARTA to supplement the approximately $15,000 in direct funding to be provided by 

FOSP as well as $4,500 of in-kind contributions from the group. 

 

4. Project Summary-   

 

Description of our goal and how the project enhance quality of life in Butte and 

provide broadly shared economic, environmental, or social benefits 

 

Friends of Stodden Park (FOSP), in collaboration with Montana Tech and the Butte-Silver 

Bow Parks & Recreation Department, proposes the establishment of a formal trailhead 

accessing the Big Butte Open Space Park. Our goal is to create the Montana Tech/Big 

Butte Trailhead, an attractive, accessible and secure parking area/entry point for one of 

Butte’s key recreational areas. If funded, our modest project will not only improve the 

aesthetics of an undeveloped area linking Montana Tech, the World Museum of Mining 

and the Big Butte Park, it will improve access for Butte residents, students and visitors. 

 

Butte Silver Bow has invested a significant amount of resources to develop the Big Butte 

Open Space Park and usage of the area is increasing with foot and bike traffic. Likewise, 

Montana Tech continues to develop its campus, recently constructing dormitories and 

administrative/classroom structures on the northwest corner of the campus. At the present 

time, the area between campus and an access point to the Big Butte park is undeveloped 

and unattractive (see Attachment A). In addition to Butte residents and Tech students 
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accessing the site, an estimated 3,000 annual visitors to the World Museum of Mining 

pass this undeveloped area as they visit the museum. As visualized in our rendering 

(Attachment A and B), the project proposed will significantly improve the appearance of 

the area for all parties. 

 

Development of this space with the support of Montana Tech and Butte Silver Bow for 

basic maintenance may result in environmental improvements by limiting severe erosion 

at the site and the reestablishment of natural vegetation. Through minimal grading and 

installation of a compacted gravel base for parking supporting a minimum of six or more 

vehicles, traffic and drainage will be better managed. Currently, drainage in the space is 

not controlled, resulting in a mud filled area limiting use and creating undesired erosion at 

the site and the accompanying roadways. By establishing controlled vehicle access to the 

site and creating a parking surface, the natural vegetation will recover while improving the 

drainage of the site.  

 

Lastly, an area clearly designed for parking with direct sightlines to Tech, provides a safer 

and more accessible point for accessing this system of trails. We believe this will 

encourage more use of the site for students, residents, as well as visitors to the campus and 

mining museum. Hiking and biking are proven to have many health benefits, ranging from 

physical exercise you get when out on the trail, to emotional or mental relief that comes 

from being in nature. The National Park Service (NPS) promotes hiking as one of the best 

ways to engage in a great whole-body workout that builds stronger muscles and bones, 

improves your sense of balance and heart health while decreasing the risk of certain 

respiratory problems. The NPS also stresses that being in nature can boost your mood and 

improve mental health. They state: “Spending quality time in the great outdoors reduces 

stress, calms anxiety, and can lead to a lower risk of depression, according to a study 

done by researchers at Stanford University. In addition to having mental health benefits, 

being outdoors opens up your senses to your surroundings and improves your sensory 

perception. Taking in the sights, smells, and feelings of nature has so many health benefits 

it can even be prescribed by a doctor”. 

 

It is our hope that groups of students of all ages will visit the site, learn about its recovery 

and history while other individuals and groups visit the site for the recreational 

opportunities. Successfully implemented, our project would provide an attractive focal 

point and improved access for anyone wishing to use one of Butte’s premier park areas. 

The benefits of recreational opportunities provided by spaces like the Big Butte area are 

many. 

 

Detailed description of our project and how the project will address economic or 

community development challenges by enhancing, improving, or otherwise 

beneficially leveraging community resources 

 

https://news.stanford.edu/2015/06/30/hiking-mental-health-063015/
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The trailhead project will provide Butte, citizens and Montana Tech students, with a vital 

trail identifier and parking area. Butte Silver Bow has vigilantly worked on a system of 

trails throughout the Big Butte Open Space Park, since acquiring the land in 2006. The 

Big Butte Open Space Park/Big M is a brightly glowing landmark that symbolizes Butte, 

Montana Tech, and victory. While other towns and schools designate a letter on their local 

hill, the Big Butte Open Space Park/Big M is an illuminated, flashing letter on a dormant 

volcano, which is hard to best. From the top the views of the Summit Valley are 

breathtaking, with the Continental Divide to the east, the Highlands to the south, and the 

Pintlars/Flint Creek Ranges to the west. To the north is the Berkley Pit , and one can 

plainly can see the undeniable effects of historical mining on the landscape below. Yet 

local grasses, trees, bushes, and flowers are thriving on the Big Butte, in addition to deer, 

fox, squirrels, mice, and a variety of birds and insects. The Big Butte stands as our largest 

natural feature, looming over our tallest headframes and buildings. While the Big Butte 

was not directly affected by a mine, it stands today as Butte’s highest point, and provides 

views of our mining past and our future, the recovering environs.  

 

The trailhead project will improve citizens’ access to the Big Butte Open Space Park 

trails, but the trailhead project will be more than just a place to park a car or a bike trailer. 

The trailhead project will mitigate problems associated with the Big Butte Open Space 

Park area, such as drug related vagrancy and garbage.  It will be the junction of the city 

and the college; a safe, well-maintained area that will welcome Montana Tech students 

and all recreational users alike. Having the trailhead project on Montana Tech land 

increases security and cleanliness, as does increasing the number of overall recreational 

users to the Big Butte area. Greater access to the Butte Big trail system is an important 

component to Butte citizens’ ability to recreate-run, hike, walk, bike, and ski, and this will 

in turn improve the health and quality of life for citizens. Montana Tech’s enthusiastic 

commitment to the project will encourage appropriate use of the trailhead. In the last five 

years alone, approximately 19 million dollars of gifts/donations and 19 million in 

matching state funds and bonds have been invested in the construction of the Natural 

Resource Research Center, the Frank and Ann Gilmore University Relations Center, and 

the Student Success Center. The college’s dedication to innovation and campus 

improvement can be utilized with the creation of the trailhead, and now is the time to 

capitalize on the college’s success. Montana Tech will then showcase the trailhead in 

recruiting and reflecting the quality of student life. The original Big M was created by 

Montana Tech students in 1910, and the trailhead project will honor student efforts and 

celebrate the recreational potential of the Big M and the Big Butte Open Space Park.  

 

The design of the arch correlates to the arches that grace the base of the hill on Park 

Street, the Mining Museum, and Stodden Park. Hawe Steel is the hands-down local leader 

in metal fabrication and design, and the proposed design is elegant and simple at once. 

The Big Butte Open Space Park recreational area and trails are for the citizens of Butte, 

the students of Montana Tech, and all recreational users. Public land and open space, in 
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the immediate vicinity of uptown Butte, is remarkable and lacking in surrounding 

communities. The trailhead project will recognize this unique opportunity to facilitate 

greater access to the Big Butte area and trails, and to expose citizens to the natural 

ecosystem. While the trailhead is expected to draw out of town visitors, the purpose of the 

project is to enhance the local community’s experience on the Big Butte trails and in the 

general Big Butte recreational area. Improving access benefits the entire community by 

promoting recreation and encouraging responsible stewardship for the area. Encouraging 

responsible stewardship is as relevant now as it was in 1910, for our community to 

respond to the impact of mining and to honor environmental regrowth. One of the best 

examples of Butte’s ingenuity and grit is the way this community responds positively to 

challenge, as demonstrated by our local government, business leaders, and our own 

premier institute of higher education, Montana Tech.  The trailhead project will embody 

the partnership between the city and the college, and the aesthetic will celebrate Big 

Butte’s ecological beauty, recreational possibility, and the city of Butte’s victorious spirit 

in the face of challenge.  

 

Narrative Description of Budget 

 

The total estimated budget for the Montana Tech/Big Butte Trailhead project is $44,895, 

which includes $40,395 for the cost of construction materials, and supplies and $4,500 of 

in-kind match form Friends of Stodden Park.    

The request of $25,000 in SARTA funds and $15,395 in cash from Friends of Stodden 

will pay for the construction of the arch and materials and supplies needed to complete the 

improvements for the trailhead. 

In the event partial SARTA funds are appropriated, Friends of Stodden may need to adjust 

project timeline to secure additional funding. 
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Budget Table 

      

Opinion of Probable Cost  

prepared by Water & 

Environmental Technologies   
Opinion of Probable Cost 

 

    

Description Unit Qty Unit Price Extended  
Bid Item 1 - Mobilization / 

Demobilization 
Lump Sum 1  $                   1,000.00   $           1,000.00  

 
Bid Item 2 - Taxes, Bonds, 
Insurance 

Lump Sum 1  $                      500.00   $               500.00  
 

Bid Item 3 - Safety and Health Lump Sum 1  $                      400.00   $               400.00   
Bid Item 4 - Arch Lump Sum 1  $                15,930.00   $         15,930.00   
Bid Item 13* - Removal of 
Existing Subgrade 

Cubic Yard 425  $                         10.00   $           4,250.00  
 

Bid Item 14 - Placement of 

Fabric 
Square Yard 1300  $                           0.80   $           1,040.00  

 
Bid Item 16 - Placement of 
Crushed Base 

Cubic Yard 425  $                         19.00   $           8,075.00  
 

Bid Item 18 - Receptacle Each 1  $                      700.00   $               700.00   
Bid Item 19 - Signage Each 1  $                      750.00   $               750.00   
Bid Item 20 - Parking Bumpers Each 10  $                      150.00   $           1,500.00   
Bid Item 21 - Fencing Linear Foot 250  $                         15.00   $           3,750.00   
Bid Item 22 - Miscellaneous 

Working Units 
Units      2,500   $                           1.00   $           2,500.00  

 
*125' x 40' (road) + 100' x 65' x 

1' = 425 CY  

  Total  $         40,395.00  
 

      
Sources of Funding/Support & Funding Request: 
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Project Timeline  

 

If SARTA funding is awarded, FOSP will immediately begin to finalize plans with Montana Tech 
and Butte Silver Bow in early January of 2020. The estimated milestones and timeframe are 

detailed in Attachment E, pages 1 through 4. We estimate completion of the project and dedication 

will occur during the first week of July 2020. Please see Attachment E for complete details on our 
timeline and milestones.  

 

Snapshot of Proposed Timeline, page 1 of 4, as reflected in Attachment E: 

 
 

Additional Partners, including direct and in-kind support 

 

FOSP has been fortunate to have the support of Montana Tech and Butte Silver Bow 

Parks and Recreation Department (letters of support attached). While formal details will 

be completed if funding is awarded, maintenance and support of the site will be assured 

through these partnerships and the commitment of FOSP. As detailed in our budget 

narrative, FOSP anticipates directly contributing approximately $15,000 to the project as 

well as $4,500 in in-kind contributions. 

 

On behalf of FOSP and our partners, we thank SARTA for this opportunity and would be 

happy to provide any additional detail needed.  
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Attachment A:  Rendering of Montana Tech/Big Butte Trailhead Project 

Current View of Area Proposed for Project 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enlargement of Area with Proposed Improvements (Overhead View) 
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Attachment B:  

Street View Rendering of Montana Tech/Big Butte Trailhead Project (Looking West) 

 

 

  

Proposed Arch Design- Montana Tech/Big Butte Trailhead Project

 
 



11 
 

Attachment C: Additional Information on Big Butte Open Space 
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Attachment D: Letters of Support/Quotes 

 

 Butte Silver Bow Parks and Recreation 

 Montana Tech, Office of the Chancellor 

 Hawe Steel Design, Arch Quote 
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Attachment E:  1 of 4 Detailed Project Timeline 
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Attachment E:  2 of 4 Detailed Project Timeline 
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Attachment E:  3 of 4 Detailed Project Timeline 
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Attachment E:  4 of 4 Detailed Project Timeline 

 


